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RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2003 
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 
MARCH 11, 2003 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize an extraordinary group 
of men and women in Northern Virginia. Sev-
eral members of the Fairfax County Police De-
partment were honored at the Fairfax County 
Chamber of Commerce’s 25th Annual Valor 
Awards. Each year, the Chamber recognizes 
individuals who have courageously dem-
onstrated selfless dedication to public safety. 
These outstanding men and women have 
played an intricate role in building a better 
community. This hard work and determination 
has earned several members of the Fairfax 
County Police Department the highest honor 
that Fairfax County bestows upon its public 
safety officials—The Valor Award. 

There are several Valor Awards that a pub-
lic safety officer can be given, Lifesaving 
Award, a Certificate of Valor, or a Gold, Silver, 
or Bronze Medal of Valor. During the 25th An-
nual Awards Ceremony, 88 men and women 
from the Office of the Sheriff, Fire and Rescue 
Department, and Police Department received 
one of the aforementioned honors for their 
bravery and heroism. 

It is with great honor that I enter into the 
RECORD the names of the recipients of the 
2003 Valor Award in the Fairfax County Police 
Department. Receiving the Lifesaving Award: 
Public Service Communicator III Lorraine 
Fells-Danzer, Lieutenant Amy Lubas, Police 
Officer First Class Michael Grinnan, Police Of-
ficer First Class Jason Riechel, Police Officer 
First Class Andrew Pytko, Lieutenant Erin 
Schaible, Police Officer First Class Richard 
Theal; Certificate of Valor: Police Officer First 
Class Dale Clark, Police Officer First Class 
John Hartle, Officer Lee Redenbo, Master Po-
lice Officer John Flinn, Master Police Officer 
Peter Masood, Police Officer Steve 
Mihelarakis, Sergeant Robin Davis, Officer Mi-
chael Comer, Second Lieutenant Thomas 
Vaclavicek, Master Police Officer John Brocco, 
Lieutenant Mark Rogers, Second Lieutenant 
John Naylor, Police Officer First Class Peter 
Kwak, Police Officer First Class Charles 
Wolfert, Police Officer First Class Mike Kazlk, 
Officer Angela Griffiths, Officer Kyle Kunstel, 
Officer Daniel Lauta, PSCA III Scott Pierpoint, 
PSCA I Maile Jones; Silver Medal of Valor: 
Lieutenant Timothy Hoover, Second Lieuten-
ant Christopher Cochran, Sergeant Brian Hall, 
Master Police Officer Michael Twomey, Police 
Officer First Class Ron Estrella, Sergeant 
Kevin Andariese, Police Officer First Class 
Richard Mattison, Police Officer First Class 
Donald Kline, Police Officer First Class Mark 
Dale, Police Officer First Class Edward War-
ren, Police Officer First Class Chad Mahoney, 
Police Officer First Class Steven Carroll, Po-

lice Officer First Class Donnacha Fay, Police 
Officer First Class Tom Hulse IV, Officer Me-
lissa Jones, Officer Jonathan Bobel, Master 
Police Officer John Bracco, Police Officer First 
Class Bradford Avery; Bronze Medal of Valor: 
Officer Joseph Wallace, Police Officer First 
Class Katherin Luppino, Police Officer First 
Class Kin Vanderveld, Sergeant James Cox, 
Lieutenant Tor Bennett, Police Officer First 
Class Michael Gibbons, Police Officer First 
Class Holly Hinkle. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the men and 
women who serve the Fairfax County Police 
Department. The events of September 11th 
served as a reminder of the sacrifices our 
emercency service workers make for us every-
day. Their constant efforts on behalf of Fairfax 
County citizens are paramount to preserving 
security, law and order throughout our neigh-
borhoods, and their individual and collective 
acts of heroism deserve our highest praise. I 
ask that my colleagues join me in congratu-
lating this group of extraordinary citizens.
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HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI LAMA 
ON TIBETAN UPRISING DAY 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I request the at-
tached copy of the annual statement of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama marking March 10, 
2003 as the 44th anniversary of the Tibetan 
Uprising of 1959 be included in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

On March 10, 1959, the people of the Ti-
betan capitol of Lhasa surrounded the summer 
home of the Dalai Lama in a brave effort to 
protect him from the Peoples’ Liberation 
Army’s guns that were trained on his com-
pound from across the river. These heroic Ti-
betans refused to leave even after the Chi-
nese artillery fire began failing. The Dalai 
Lama eventually fled into exile in a futile effort 
to protect them; thousands died during the 
Chinese assault on the city, and thousands 
more died as the PLA moved to suppress a 
nationwide uprising against their increasingly 
repressive occupation of Tibet. 

Under the leadership of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama, Tibetan people inside and outside 
Tibet continue their non-violent struggle to pre-
serve their unique cultural, linguistic and reli-
gious heritage. I am proud that the U.S. Con-
gress is a beacon of support for the Tibetan 
struggle. I hope that His Holiness’ statement 
will inspire all of us to re-double our efforts in 
support of a peaceful resolution to this tragic 
situation. As the lead sponsor of the Tibetan 
Policy Act, I was pleased to see the Congress 
come together last year in support of a dy-
namic U.S. policy on Tibet. This year, as we 
implement this landmark legislation, we must 
continue our historic support for a movement 
that embodies the values of our nation and 

our time: freedom of speech, freedom of reli-
gion, freedom from tyranny, equality, liberty, 
self-determination, and democratic self-gov-
ernment.

MARCH 10TH STATEMENT 
Our sincere greetings to our fellow Tibet-

ans in Tibet and in exile and to our friends 
and supporters all over the world on the oc-
casion of the 44th anniversary of the Tibetan 
People’s Uprising of 1959. While there were 
positive developments on the overall issue of 
Tibet, we remain concerned about the con-
tinuing marginalization of Tibetans in their 
own country and Chinese actions on the 
human rights and religious freedom of the 
Tibetan people in the past year. 

The 16th Congress of the Chinese Com-
munist Party ushered a new era in China by 
smoothly transferring the leadership from 
the third to the fourth generation. This is a 
sign of political maturity and adaptability. 
The reforms, initiated by Deng Xiaoping and 
continued under President Jiang Zemin, 
have brought about great changes in China, 
especially in the fields of economy, trade and 
in the conduct of international relations. I 
welcome this development since I have al-
ways drawn attention to the need to bring 
China into the mainstream of the world com-
munity and have spoken against any idea of 
isolating and containing China. Unfortu-
nately, in sharp contrast to these positive 
aspects, such a pragmatic and flexible ap-
proach has been lacking when it comes to 
upholding the basic civil and political rights 
and freedoms of its citizens, especially with 
regard to those of the so-called minorities 
within the People’s Republic of China. 

We were encouraged by the release of sev-
eral Tibetan and Chinese political prisoners 
of conscience during the past year, Among 
them Tibetan prisoners such as Takna Jigme 
Sangpo and Ani Ngawang Sangdrol who 
spent years in prison solely for daring to ex-
press their views on Chinese policies in Tibet 
and in particular on Tibetan history and who 
represent the courage and determination of 
the Tibetan people inside Tibet. 

I was pleased that the Chinese government 
made it possible for my envoys to visit Bei-
jing to re-establish direct contact with the 
Chinese leadership and to also visit Tibet to 
interact with the leading local Tibetan offi-
cials. The visit of my envoys last September 
to Beijing provided the opportunities to ex-
plain to the Chinese leadership our views on 
the issue of Tibet. I was encouraged that the 
exchanges of views were friendly and mean-
ingful.

I had instructed my envoys to make every 
effort to pursue a course of dialogue with the 
leadership in Beijing and to seize every op-
portunity to dispel existing misunder-
standings and misconceptions in Beijing 
about our views and positions. This is the 
only sensible, intelligent and human way to 
resolve differences and establish under-
standing. It will not be an easy task nor can 
it be accomplished within a short period of 
time. However, it provides the Tibetan and 
Chinese peoples a unique and crucial oppor-
tunity to put behind them decades of bitter-
ness, distrust and resentment and to form a 
new relationship based on equality, friend-
ship and mutual benefit. 

Successive Chinese leaders have acknowl-
edged and promised to respect with under-
standing and tolerance Tibet’s distinct cul-
ture, history and identity. In reality, when-
ever Tibetans demonstrate allegiance and 
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concern for their own people the Chinese au-
thorities resort to their usual ‘‘policy of 
merciless repression’’, whereby they are 
labelled as ‘‘splittists’’ and as a result ar-
rested and imprisoned. They have no oppor-
tunity to speak out the truth. The recent 
execution of Lobsang Dhondup and the death 
sentence given to Tulku Tenzin Delek with-
out due process of law are clear examples of 
this policy, which cannot resolve the prob-
lem and therefore must be changed. 

It is my sincere hope that the Chinese 
leadership will find the courage, vision and 
wisdom for new openings to solve the Ti-
betan issue through dialogue. Looking 
around the world we cannot fail to notice 
how unattended conflicts with ethnic roots 
can erupt in ways that make them extremely 
difficult to solve. It is, therefore, in the in-
terest of the People’s Republic of China to 
address such issues. A new creative initiative 
to resolve the issue of Tibet would serve as 
a very convincing sign that China is chang-
ing, maturing and becoming more receptive 
to assuming a greater role on the global 
stage as a reliable and forward-looking 
power. A constructive approach to the issue 
of Tibet provides important opportunities to 
create a political climate of trust, con-
fidence and openness, both domestically and 
internationally. Such an expression of Chi-
nese leadership during this time of deep anx-
iety over international conflicts, terrorism 
and ethnic strife in the world will go a long 
way to impressing and reassuring the world. 

It is necessary to recognize that the Ti-
betan freedom struggle is not about my per-
sonal position or well being. As early as in 
1969 I made it clear that it is up to the Ti-
betan people to decide whether the cen-
turies-old institution of the Dalai Lama 
should continue or not. In 1992 in a formal 
announcement I stated clearly that when we 
return to Tibet with a certain degree of free-
dom. I would not hold any office in the Ti-
betan government nor any other political po-
sition. However, as I often state, till my last 
day I will remain committed to the pro-
motion of human values and religious har-
mony, I also announced then that the Ti-
betan Administration-in-Exile should be dis-
solved and that the Tibetans in Tibet must 
shoulder the main responsibility of running 
the Tibetan government. I have always be-
lieved that in the future Tibet should follow 
a secular and democratic system of govern-
ance. It is, therefore, baseless to allege that 
our efforts are aimed at the restoration of 
Tibet’s old social system. No Tibetan, wheth-
er in exile or in Tibet, has any desire to re-
store old Tibet’s outdated social order. On 
the contrary, the democratisation of the Ti-
betan community started soon upon our ar-
rival in exile. This culminated in the direct 
election of our political leadership in 2001. 
We are committed to continue to take vig-
orous actions to further promote democratic 
values among the ordinary Tibetans. 

As far back as the early seventies in con-
sultation with senior Tibetan officials I 
made a decision to seek a solution to the Ti-
betan problem through a ‘‘Middle Way Ap-
proach’’. This framework does not call for 
independence and separation of Tibet. At the 
same time it provides genuine autonomy for 
the six million men and women who consider 
themselves Tibetans to preserve their dis-
tinctive identity, to promote their religious 
and cultural heritage that is based on a cen-
turies-old philosophy which is of benefit 
even in the 21st century, and to protect the 
delicate environment of the Tibetan plateau. 
This approach will contribute to the overall 
stability and unity of the People’s Republic 
of China. I remain committed to this real-
istic and pragmatic approach and will con-
tinue to make every effort to reach a mutu-
ally acceptable solution. 

The reality today is that we are all inter-
dependent and we have to co-exist on this 
small planet. Therefore, the only sensible 
and intelligent way of resolving differences, 
whether between individuals, peoples or na-
tions, is through a political culture of non-
violence and dialogue. Since our struggle is 
based on truth, justice and non-violence and 
is not directed against China, we have been 
fortunate to receive increasing worldwide 
sympathy and support, including from 
amongst the Chinese. I express my apprecia-
tion and gratitude for this consistent soli-
darity. I would also like to express once 
again on behalf of the Tibetans our apprecia-
tion and immense gratitude to the. people 
and the Government of India for their un-
wavering and unmatched generosity and sup-
port. 

With my homage to the brave men and 
women of Tibet who have died for the cause 
of our freedom, I pray for an early end to the 
suffering of our people. 

THE DALAI LAMA.
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HOUSE RESOLUTION 342, THE MOS-
QUITO ABATEMENT FOR SAFETY 
AND HEALTH ACT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in great support of H.R. 342, the 
Mosquito Abatement for Safety and Health 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, mosquito borne-diseases are 
increasingly plaguing the United States. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), last year alone there were 
more than 5,000 people infected with mos-
quito borne-illnesses such as Dengue Fever 
and the West Nile virus. 

As a member of Congress, I am greatly 
concerned with the West Nile virus’s rapid 
spread nationwide. Out of my concern for the 
victims of West Nile virus and other mosquito 
borne diseases, I not only cosigned legislation 
and letters seeking grants and research dol-
lars to combat this deadly virus, but I also 
wrote a letter to Dr. Julie Gerderding, the 
CDC’s director. In the letter, I expressed the 
importance of the CDC, the NIH, and Con-
gress to work cooperatively to communicate 
the concerns and resolutions in combating 
these deadly viruses. 

Considering West Nile virus is prevalent 
during the summer and early fall, it is impera-
tive that the necessary steps are taken in the 
virus’s prevention and vaccination before the 
onset of the next summer season. Mr. Speak-
er, I believe H.R. 342, the Mosquito Abate-
ment for Safety and Health (MASH) Act, would 
do exactly that. 

Essentially, H.R. 342 would establish two 
temporary grant programs to help state and 
local governments assess mosquito problems, 
and coordinate and operate mosquito control 
programs. This measure would also authorize 
$100 million in FY2003, and such sums as 
necessary each subsequent year through FY 
2007, for these grants. 

While Florida was not as severely affected 
as Illinois or Michigan last year by the West 
Nile virus, Florida certainly has the propensity 
to be dramatically affected by this virus due to 
its annual warm climate. The increasing 
growth of outbreaks and spread of West Nile 

virus each year qualifies it as a public health 
threat that is likely to be with us for years to 
come. Addressing the problem now through 
H.R. 342 will provide benefits in the future, 
and most importantly save lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the M.A.S.H Act.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE MOURNING 
DOVE HARVEST ACT 

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise before the 
House today to reintroduce the Mourning 
Dove Harvest Act, a bill that will give individ-
uals who reside in all states a fair and equal 
opportunity to hunt mourning doves. 

Hunters in states north of the 37th parallel 
often find that mourning doves already have 
migrated south for the winter by the time hunt-
ing season opens on September 1st. It is not 
uncommon for the fall hunting season to last 
less than one week or even one day in such 
northern states as Idaho, Montana and Wash-
ington. Many sportsmen unable to follow this 
migration are left without a hunting oppor-
tunity. States south of the 37th parallel, mean-
while, have a full season and ample oppor-
tunity to harvest these birds. Hunters in Mex-
ico have the additional advantage of no har-
vest limits. Passage of this bill is the first step 
toward creating a season that will give resi-
dents of northern states an equal opportunity. 

The designated hunting season for mourn-
ing doves that begins September 1st and ends 
March 10th is the result of the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act of 1918, which in turn stems from 
the Migratory Bird Treaty of 1916. The Treaty 
signed by the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
Great Britain, Japan and Russia covers a mul-
titude of migratory birds, including mourning 
doves. There is little legislative history justi-
fying the selection of this fall opening date, 
and migration routes, hunting practices and 
conservation efforts have changed significantly 
in the 86 years since the Treaty’s ratification. 
The last week in August has been identified 
as a period when these birds are not nesting, 
but are preparing for their annual southern mi-
gration. 

Passage of this bill will allow hunters in 
states north of the 37th parallel to hunt mourn-
ing doves seven days earlier—during a time 
when their migration south is about to begin. 
Hunters in the north will be on a more equal 
footing with their counterparts in the south. 

Scientists have found that regulated hunting 
has no significant effect on the mourning dove 
population. 

This legislation amends the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act of 1918 and asks the Secretary of 
State to begin discussions with the signatories 
of the Migratory Bird Treaty to include this 
change in the Treaty. 

It is important to note that (1) this legislation 
offers hunters in the north a more equal op-
portunity to harvest mourning doves; (2) the 
morning dove is the most widely distributed 
and harvested game bird in North America; (3) 
in states north of the 37th parallel, mourning 
doves often begin their southern migration 
prior to September 1st, the opening day of the 
hunting season; (4) this change will not impact 
the mourning dove population. 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 05:33 Mar 13, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A11MR8.025 E12PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-19T15:06:18-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




